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Sultan in. the Maidan. The prestige of the Memlooks had
been damaged in the eyes of the Arabs and Fellalun on account
of the defeats su&'ered at the hands of the Turks. Ibn 'Ottoman
was in possession of Syria, the people felt sure that the Cir-
cassian Dynasty was tottering, and that it was Ibn 'Othman
who was master of the country. Some of the people in reply
to a demand from their Sultan, said, " We cannot pay tribute
until we are sure whether the country belongs to you or to
Ibn 'Othman ; we do not want to pay it twice over. In fact,
confusion reigns on land and sea ; Heaven only knows what
will happen."

On that day it was reported that the Sultan had given
orders for the messenger, before mentioned, who came from
Ibn ' Othman, to be Hrowned; and it was said that he had
been actually drowned by night, and the Turks who were
with him.

At this time the Sultan began to distribute the grants to
the troops for the Feast of Sacrifices, but he did not give any
[89] to the Memlooks defeated with Ghazall, saying, " You
ran away and did not fight at all; you betrayed the Amirs,
so that they suffered a defeat." At this time also a rumour
ran amongst the people that the vanguard of Ibn 'Othman's
army had reached Katlya, and had taken the citadel of
Tlnah, which had been destroyed by its inhabitants. This
report, however, lacked confirmation.

Saturday, the 17th, was the Feast of Sacrifices, so the
Sultan took part in the festival prayers, the Amirs attending,
as usual, in full-dress uniform. There was a grand festival
procession, but the people were in great fear and trembling
on account of Ibn 'Othman . . . particularly on what they
had heard of the plundering and killing of the people of Gaza,
the taking captive of the women, and the massacre of the
children.

On Monday, the 12th, the Sultan paraded the Royal
ammunition column, which was to accompany the force. The
wooden vehicles which he had made for the expedition were